
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     JACOB’S LADDER 
       (GENESIS 28:10-22) 
 
The Bible says that Jacob had tricked his father and 
brother.  Esau was so angry he wanted to kill 
Jacob.  Jacob’s mother told him to leave and go to their 
family in Haran.  He could find a wife there and someday, 
when his brother was no longer angry, maybe he could 
come back. 
 

 
 

So, Jacob set off on the long journey to 
Haran. He had to walk almost 500 miles. 

 
 
 
 

He camped out at night.  One night Jacob slept  
     on the ground and laid his head on a stone. 
 
 
 

 

When you sleep do you ever dream?   God caused Jacob 
to have a beautiful dream. He dreamed that a stairway or 
ladder reached from the ground all the way into Heaven! 
And on that long stairway he saw angels going up and 
down! And who do you think was at the top of the ladder? 
God! 
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Jacob heard God say the 3 promises: God said, “I am the 
God of your grandfather Abraham and your father Isaac.  
• The ground you are lying on is yours. I will give it to you  

   and your children and your children’s children. 
§         You will be the father of a great nation. You’ll have as     

many children and grand-children as the dust of the      
earth.  

§         Someone will come through your family to bless the        
        whole world.” 
 

 

God also promised this to Jacob, “I am with you and will watch over you  
wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave  
you until I have done what I have promised you.”               

          (Genesis 28:15) 
 

 
 
The next morning Jacob got up very early and set the stone on its 
side. He poured olive oil on it and named the special place 
Bethel. Jacob said, “God is here! How awesome is this place! 
This is the house of God; this is the gate of Heaven.”  
 
 
 

 
Now Jacob knew for sure that God loved him. He knew that 
God wanted him to be good. He would be the leader of a 
very big family. The dream proved to Jacob that God would 
always be with him and God would always take care of 
him.  
 
 
Jacob promised to trust God and to love Him! Jacob made a vow (a promise) that he would 
give God one tenth of everything that God gives him.  
 
God keeps His promises! When we remember this, it makes us want to do better. We will 
learn more about Jacob. Even though he had made bad choices earlier in his life, we’ll see 
that he began to do better. 
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