
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson#12: JOSEPH RULES IN EGYPT 
               (GENESIS 41:47-57) 

 
 

The Bible says that Joseph rode in his chariot all around 
Egypt. He taught the farmers to plant food. For 7 years the 
land produced great crops with lots of food! There was 
plenty of food for everyone to eat. During those years, 
Joseph led tams if Egyptian workers to build granaries in each 
city. These were places to store the surplus (extra) grain. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joseph gathered some of the grain from all the farms. There was so much grain that it was 
like sand on the seashore. Finally, there was too much grain to even measure. So, Joseph 
stopped counting and keeping records. With God’s help, Joseph was being a good ruler in 
Egypt. 
 
 

During this time, 2 sons were born to Joseph and his wife, 
Asenath. Joseph named his first son Manasseh (meaning 
“God has made me forget all my troubles.”) He named his 
second son Ephraim, (meaning ‘fruitful.’) “God has made me 
fruitful in this land.”  
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When the 7 years of good crops came to an end, the 7 years 
of famine began. The famine also struck the surrounding 
countries, including the land of Canaan where Joseph’s father 
and brothers lived. But throughout Egypt there was plenty of 
food. 

 
 
Eventually, the famine spread throughout the land of Egypt 
too. The people cried out to Pharaoh for food. Pharaoh told 
them, “Go to Joseph, and do whatever he tells you.” 
 
 
 

With severe famine everywhere, people had no food to eat. 
So, Joseph opened the storehouses and gave food to the 
Egyptians. 
 

 
 
 
 

People from all around came to Egypt to buy grain from 
Joseph. People even came from other countries to buy food. 
 
 
 

 
With God’s help, Joseph became a good rule in Egypt. 
Joseph led teams of farmers to grow lots of food. 
Joseph led teams to harvest the food. Joseph led teams 
to build granaries. Joseph led teams to store the food. 
And Joseph led teams to distribute the food when 
people were hungry. 
 
Of course, the real team leader was God. He even blessed Joseph so much that he gave him 
a wife and 2 sons. This makes us want to be on God’s team – just like Joseph!  
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