
 
                         

                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      Lesson 1: BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST                 
 (Luke 1) 

 

The Bible says that Zechariah and 
his wife Elizabeth were old. But 
they had no children, and that made 
them sad. Zechariah was a priest 
who helped in God’s temple.  

 

 

One day a very special thing happened to him. He was 
chosen to be the one priest to go inside the temple and 
burn incense while the people stood outside and prayed. 
Zechariah must have felt especially happy as he entered 
the temple. 

Suddenly an angel appeared in front of him! The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. 
God has heard your prayer. Your wife Elizabeth will have a son. You will name him John. 
He will help people follow God’s chosen leader.  

“How can this happen?” he asked. “My wife and I are old.” The 
angel answered, “I am the angel, Gabriel. God sent me to deliver 
this good news to you. But now, since you did not believe my 
news, you will not be able to talk until my words come true.” 

Outside, the people wondered why Zechariah was staying so long inside the temple. But 
when he did come out, he couldn’t tell them. The angel’s words had come true: Zechariah 
couldn’t talk! 

Video: 
https://youtu.be/zPA0EhS-

iPE?si=CFA4B4qZhYQEn08G 
      His Name Is John           

by Gracelink (5:43) 
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And more of the angel’s words came 
true. Elizabeth was going to have a baby. 
Everyone was so happy for them. Mary, 
Elizabeth’s cousin visited. When she 
came in, Elizabeth’s baby jumped in her 
belly! Mary and Elizabeth knew that this 
was God’s plan. 

 

When the baby was born, it was a boy, just as the angel 
had said.  When the baby was eight days old, many friends 
and relatives came for a party to give the baby his name.  

 

 

As people gathered for the party, they talked 
about how the baby would probably be named 
Zechariah after his father. But Elizabeth heard 
them and said, “No, his name will be John!” The 
guests were surprised. “But none of your 
relatives have that name.” 

 

Zechariah still could not talk. So, he asked for a writing 
tablet and on it wrote, “His name is John.” 

 

All the sudden Zechariah realized that he could talk! He began 
praising God for the wonderful way He had kept His promises. He 
explained to the people that John was a special baby, and God 
had a special plan for him. He will grow up to be a prophet and 
prepare the way for people to follow the Lord. John grew up to be 
“strong in Spirit.”  

            Zechariah and Elizabeth were excited to have a son after all these years. But 
they were even happier that God had chosen them to be the parents of a boy who 

would grow up and help others follow God’s own Son. 

               Remember this Key Verse: Luke 1:37                        
  “For nothing is impossible with God.” 

 

His 
name is 
John
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UPPER GRADES ACTIVITY 

HOW DID THE BABY GET HIS NAME? 
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